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• The US SIF Foundation identified fewer than 10 corporations that consider ESG criteria in their investment analysis and 

portfolio selection.  

• However, with $1.50 trillion in assets affected by ESG issues, corporate retirement plans and investment portfolios—

particularly those of insurance firms—provide the second largest pool of institutional capital that is subject to some form of 

responsible investment policy. This is almost double the $758 billion in corporate ESG assets that the US SIF Foundation 

identified in 2014, thanks to new information on ESG investing by insurance companies in the Insurer Climate Risk Disclosure 

Survey organized by the California Department of Insurance. 

• As long-term, universal investors with a majority of assets in public fixed income securities, insurance companies are exposed 

to many idiosyncratic ESG risks and opportunities, from tobacco to climate change.

• US Department of Labor guidance in October 2015 made explicit that corporate and other private sector pension plan 

fiduciaries could consider ESG criteria in selecting funds and investments for their plans.

What the Trends Report measures

The 2016 Trends Report is a snapshot of US-domiciled 

assets engaged in sustainable, responsible and impact 

(SRI) strategies at year-end 2015. The report measures 

two SRI strategies: (1) ESG incorporation, and (2) Filing 

shareholder resolutions on ESG issues.
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2016; SRI assets represent nearly 22% of $40.3 trillion in assets under 

professional management tracked by Cerulli Associates at year-end 2015.

33% growth over the past two years, and a 14-fold 

increase since 1995

• SRI investing continues to expand—now accounting 

for more than one out of every five dollars under 

professional management in the United States. 

• The total US-domiciled assets under management 

using SRI strategies grew to $8.72 trillion at the start of 

2016, an increase of 33% since 2014. 
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• Environmental criteria feature prominently among the corporations identified, as reflected in the following chart: 

• The global insurance industry has made some progress in integrating ESG factors into investment decision making. Much of 

this work has been steered by the Principles for Sustainable Insurance (PSI) initiative, a UN Environment Programme Finance 

Initiative (UNEP FI) program launched in 2012. The Principles serve as a global framework for the insurance industry to 

address ESG risks and opportunities. 
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2016 Trends Report Donors and Sponsors: Wallace Global Fund, Bloomberg, Calvert Investments, Candriam Investors Group, JPMorgan 

Chase, TIAA, KKR, MacArthur Foundation, Neuberger Berman, Saturna, Bank of America, BlackRock, CBIS, Community Capital Management, 

ImpactUS, Legg Mason Global Asset Management, Morgan Stanley Institute for Sustainable Investing, Sentinel Investments, Trillium Asset 

Management, and Walden Asset Management

About the 2016 Trends Report

The US SIF Foundation’s biennial Trends Report provides 

extensive data on the assets using one or more sustainable 

investment strategies and examines a broad range of significant 

ESG issues such as climate change, human rights, weapons 

avoidance and corporate governance. 

This report is the only report of its kind in the United States and 

is extensively used by other institutions and organizations. To 

obtain a copy, visit www.ussif.org/trends.

About US SIF

US SIF: The Forum for Sustainable and Responsible 

Investment is the leading voice advancing sustainable, 

responsible and impact investing across all asset classes. Its 

mission is to rapidly shift investment practices towards 

sustainability, focusing on long-term investment and the 

generation of positive social and environmental impacts. 

The US SIF Foundation undertakes educational, research and 

programmatic activities to advance the mission of US SIF.
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